
 

 

Adapt2Explore Greece – Accessible Tourism in Action 
 

📍 Electra Palace Hotel, Navarchou Nikodimou 18-20, Athens 
📅 Friday, 23 May 2025 

🕥 Registration and Coffee from: 10:15 |Seminar start: 10.45 | Conclusion: 15:15 (at the 
Acropolis) 

      The seminar is free of charge and open to all registered participants. 

Program 
10:15 – Welcome & Registration 
Sandwiches, pastries, fruit, coffee and tea available at arrival. 
 
10:45 – Opening Session  
Welcome and Introduction 
Marianne Holth Dybwad, CEO, The Sunnaas Foundation (Norway) 
Topic: Background and scope – Why accessible tourism matters today  
 
10.55: Accessibility Matters: A Salute to Shared Efforts and European Collaboration. 
Laila Brandt Jakhelln, Ambassador of Norway in Greece 
 
11:05– Project Insights & Impact 
“Adapt2Explore – Three Years in the North” 
Heidi Kjærnes, Project Manager, The Sunnaas Foundation (Norway) 
Topic: Small Steps – Big Impact 
 
11:25 – Accessible Solutions in Practice: Experiences from Greece 
Short reflections from Greek partners: 

• FlexCar (accessible car rental solutions) 
• Istion Yachting (inclusive maritime experiences) 

Speakers: To be confirmed 
 
11:40 – Coffee & Snacks Break 
 
12:00 – Traveler Perspective “Traveling the World” 
Trond Hammer, International Wheelchair Traveler and Advocate 
Topic: Firsthand reflections on accessible tourism experiences 
 
12:10 – “The City’s Strategic Approach to Accessibility and Inclusion” 
Elena Mantzavinou, City Council Member, Municipality of Athens 
 
 
12:20 – Peer-based Inclusion 



 

 

“Active Rehabilitation as a Driver for Inclusion” 
Katharina Braunerhjelm, RG Aktiv Rehabilitering (Sweden) 
Topic: How peer mentorship connects with accessible travel and participation 
 
12:35 – European Perspective 
“Accessible Tourism – Open to Everyone?” 
Ivor Ambrose, CEO, European Network for Accessible Tourism (ENAT) 
Topic: Trends, market potential, and what destinations need to know 
 
12:55 – Roundtable Discussions 
Moderated group dialogue with participants, professionals, and stakeholders 
Themes: 
• Barriers and enablers in accessible tourism 
• Designing inclusive visitor experiences 
• Knowledge and attitude: Where change starts 
 
13:40 – Walk to the Acropolis 
Transport/walk from Electra Palace Hotel 
 
14:30 – Acropolis 
Participants and guests join ARI Camp for a symbolic climb: 
• Participants with mobility impairments will use the elevator 
• Others will walk the path 
• The climb symbolizes shared commitment to access and inclusion 
 
15:15 – Event Conclusion at the Top of the Acropolis  
Group photo & closing remarks 
 
End of Program 
 
Program Highlights 
Inclusive Tourism in Action Seminar 
Hosted by the Sunnaas Foundation (Norway) at the Acropolis Museum, this seminar brings together tourism 
professionals and accessibility advocates to explore how inclusive design and services can benefit destinations, 
businesses, and over 140 million European travelers with accessibility needs. 
 
Climb of the Acropolis 
A symbolic and celebratory ascent – by elevator or on foot – to the Acropolis by 60 camp participants, including 
30 wheelchair users, along with health professionals and mentors. The climb embodies the shared values of 
inclusion, visibility, and accessibility in public spaces. 
This is more than an event – it is a united European message: that we stand together for full participation, 
dignity, and better lives after injury. The initiative has already received enthusiastic support, and the Norwegian 
Ambassador to Greece has confirmed participation with three representatives. 
Your presence at this occasion would be a powerful gesture of solidarity and commitment to inclusive values. 
We would be honored to have you walk alongside us in this unique demonstration of hope, unity, and progress. 
Please feel free to contact me for any further information or assistance regarding your attendance. 


	Adapt2Explore Greece – Accessible Tourism in Action
	📍 Electra Palace Hotel, Navarchou Nikodimou 18-20, Athens 📅 Friday, 23 May 2025 🕥 Registration and Coffee from: 10:15 |Seminar start: 10.45 | Conclusion: 15:15 (at the Acropolis)
	11:05– Project Insights & Impact
	12:35 – European Perspective
	12:55 – Roundtable Discussions
	13:40 – Walk to the Acropolis
	14:30 – Acropolis
	15:15 – Event Conclusion at the Top of the Acropolis
	Group photo & closing remarks
	End of Program


