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Your Excellencies, 
Distinguished members of the City Council of Athens, 
Dear Ambassadors, representatives of partner organisations, tourism professionals, friends, 
and colleagues, 

My name is Marianne Dybwad and I am the CEO of the Sunnaas Foundation.  

We are deeply honoured to host this gathering under the auspices of the City of Athens, and 
we warmly thank the Mayor, Mr. Haris Doukas, for his recognition and support. 

It is a true privilege to welcome you all here today—especially our international guests, 
representatives from municipalities and consulates, and partners from across sectors who 
are gathered here in the spirit of inclusion and collaboration. 

We are here because we believe in a Europe where travel experiences should be accessible 
to all—regardless of ability, background, or circumstance. 

This is not just a matter of human rights. It is a matter of readiness, of innovation, and 
of future-proofing our destinations. 

Across Europe, over 140 million people live with a long-term disability or accessibility need. 
And that number is rising—with ageing populations, chronic conditions, and growing 
awareness of invisible disabilities. This is not a niche group. It is the future of travel. 

Accessible tourism is not charity—it is smart strategy.  

Let me speak briefly about my home country, Norway. 
We are a prosperous nation, with strong democratic institutions, generous welfare systems, 
and a clear commitment to universal design and inclusion. 

And yet, if you search online for “most accessible destinations in Europe,” Norway is rarely 
on the list. Countries like Spain, Germany, Portugal, and Slovenia are leading the way—while 
Norway, despite our resources, falls behind. 

That’s what triggered us to start Adapt2Explore—a national initiative supported by the 
Norwegian government 



We thought our biggest challenge would be geography—steep mountains, rough terrain, 
unpredictable weather. 

But what we discovered was something else entirely: 
The biggest barriers were not physical. They were informational. And attitudinal. 
It wasn’t the mountain. It was the mindset. 

And what we also found, is that small, smart changes—in communication, in design, in 
service—can make a big difference. 
Not for everyone, but for many more. 
And this knowledge is universal. It crosses borders, languages, and cultures. 

That is why we are in Greece today. 

We believe that with tourism as its second-largest industry, Greece has not only the need, 
but also the opportunity and incentive to become a leader in inclusive tourism in Southern 
Europe. 

We know this work is not easy. But we also know that meaningful change does not start with 
expensive renovations. 
It starts with people. With knowledge. With mindset. 

This week, we are proud to host the first-ever International Active Rehabilitation Camp in 
Loutraki, together with our partners at Alli Opsi. 
The camp is organised through Active Rehabilitation International (ARI)—a European 
network of organizations working to empower people with spinal cord injuries through peer 
mentoring, physical training, and social participation. 

Our concept is called Active Rehabilitation. 
It’s not just about recovery—it’s about empowerment. 
Not just health—but participation. Not just surviving—but thriving. 

When we planned this visit to Greece, we asked ourselves: 
What symbolic act could truly demonstrate what inclusion looks like? 

Our answer was simple: 
We will climb the Acropolis. 

Yes—there is now an elevator. But accessibility is not just about equipment—it is 
about expectations. 

Too often, the attitudes toward wheelchair users become the real barrier. 
Today, we will see if we can reach the top—together. And if we do, it will not only be a 



symbolic victory for our participants. It will be a message to the world: 
That ancient heritage and modern values can, and must, coexist. 

Let me also briefly say a few words about The Sunnaas Foundation. 

We are a Norwegian NGO working nationally and internationally to support people living 
with spinal cord injuries and brain injuries after serious illness or trauma. 
Our core areas are: 

• Active rehabilitation 
• Peer mentoring 
• Knowledge sharing 
• User-driven innovation and research 

Our vision is a society where everyone has the tools and support to live active, meaningful 
lives. 
Our mission is to make that vision a reality—by building bridges between healthcare, civil 
society, business, and public services. 

Because change does not happen in isolation. It happens when we meet around the same 
table—when we exchange knowledge, build trust, and create solutions together. 

Let today be the beginning—not just of a seminar, but of a long-term collaboration between 
countries, sectors, and communities. 

On behalf of The Sunnaas Foundation and Active Rehabilitation International, I thank you for 
being here—and for standing with us in this shared effort. 

Let’s build a future where tourism truly is for all. 

Thank you. 
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