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Excellency,
On behalf of the Committee on the Rights for Persons with Disabilities, I would like foremost to extend my sincere gratitude for the support and assistance that the branches and agencies of the UN have shown to the CRPD since its formation. 

The work of the CRPD is at the center of a wave of momentum which has been fueled by the ever growing list of countries that recognize the importance of legislating the rights of persons with disabilities. At present, 143 states have signed their intent to ratify, and 72 have become party to the convention. This momentum is indicative of the spirit of the 21st century, and the shift towards recognizing and solidifying the equality and justice deserved by all. Still, the cooperation and spirit of teamwork among the many agencies of the UN is, and will remain, an essential element for the success of the CRPD.
Indeed the convention itself recognizes the importance of such collaboration. Article 38 of the CRPD allows for the representation of any specialized and other UN organ towards the implementation of provisions which fall within the scope of their mandate. There are many areas where the goals of the CRPD might be more effectively achieved by the experience and perspective to be found within the United Nations. Examples of potential areas for collaboration include the topics of health (art. 25), torture (art. 15), women (art. 6), children (art. 7), education (art. 24), employment (art. 27) and other areas.

Disability is inseparable from the list of human rights issues facing the world today. With around 650 million persons around the world, persons with disabilities have often been referred to as the world’s largest minority. For each group under represented or discriminated against, there will be those of disability among them. In 2006, at the adoption of the CRPD, Kofi Annan released a statement that, “on paper, persons with disabilities have enjoyed the same rights as others; in real life, they have often been relegated to the margins and denied the opportunities that others take for granted.” It is for exactly this reason that the drive towards the recognition of these rights is so important. 

It is my hope that the working relationship of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the rest of the UN family will only strengthen with time. I personally look forward to facilitating the input, and contributions of all relevant agencies in order to push for the overdue change which the CRPD sets out to accomplish. 

On 3 December 2009, the world will celebrate another international day of persons with disabilities. To fully commemorate the day of persons with disabilities, the Committee is urging UN agencies working around the world to engage in a week long series of activities under the theme: “Let us empower people with disabilities with the right to act”, as indicated in the attached Appeal.  
I would like to encourage UN agencies to take it upon themselves to participate in the celebrations with actions and measures they can take in their respective areas of expertise, and to promote the implementation of convention in their work.  This will no doubt start a new era for the world’s largest minority.  

At the end of the week of the rights persons with disabilities, I would encourage your agency to share with the Committee, the results of these activities. This information will become available on the website of the Committee as evidence of best practices in the field of protection of the rights of persons with disabilities.

                                                                                       Sincerely yours,
Mohammed Al-Tarawneh
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