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04 November 2009

Esteemed Chair,
         On behalf of the Committee on the Rights for Persons with disabilities, I would like to thank the many NGOs and organizations for persons with disabilities (DPOs), including those organized under the International Disability Alliance for their support, goodwill, and vision in recognizing the rights of the 650 million persons with disabilities. 

         Around the world, disability remains an issue which receives relatively poor exposure and governmental attention, especially in the developing world and when compared to other kinds of human rights legislation. The rights of persons with disabilities have been included under the overall rights for all in previous human rights treaties, yet in spite of this, have remained under fulfilled and too often failed to result in actual change to their lives.

         The CRPD was conceived and designed to counter this imbalance, and to provide, a strong and consistent voice for those who have too often, found themselves under represented, and lacking recourse for improving their lives.
         I would like to recognize with this letter the special relationship of collaboration and teamwork which the CRPD, and NGOs around the world are very happy to share. Achieving equality, dignity, and justice for persons with disabilities is something that can only be achieved with the cooperation and hard work of the many involved parties, and progress in such an endeavor is both urgent, and overdue. 

         It is my hope that the working relationship of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the family of NGOs around the world will only strengthen with time. I personally look forward to facilitating the input, and contributions of all relevant NGOs in order to push for the overdue change which the CRPD sets out to accomplish. 

         In this spirit, we are happy to do everything we can in working towards the close partnership and spirit of teamwork with all NGOs concerned with the area of disability, and we would like to extend a message of support, and expectation for continued collaborative endeavors in the future.

         On 3 December 2009, the world will celebrate another international day of persons with disabilities. To fully commemorate the day of persons with disabilities, the Committee is urging states of the world to engage in a week long series of activities under the theme: “Let us empower people with disabilities with the right to act”, as indicated in the attached Appeal.  
         I would like to encourage NGOs including DPOs to take upon themselves this day the spirit of teamwork, and renew their vision in pushing for substantive change in the states which they are working.  This will no doubt start a new era for the world’s largest minority. 

         At the end of the week of persons with disabilities, we would like NGOs including DPOs of the world to share with the Committee, the results of their activities that will be posted on the website of the Committee as evidence of best practices of the world.

                                                                    Yours Sincerely,

                                                                Mohammed Al-Tarawneh
                                                                   Chairperson

                                     UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

                                                        OHCHR –Registry

                                                           Palais Wilson

                                                             1202 Geneva
