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Register now!

ASK-IT Final Conference

Mobility for All – The Use of Ambient Intelligence in Addressing the Mobility Needs of People with Impairments: The Case of ASK-IT


Nuremberg, Germany, 26-27 June, 2008

The second International conference of ASK-IT marks the end of this EU research funded project. The conference will provide the opportunity to see and test the ASK-IT service and products that have been developed. It will also offer a unique occasion to different stakeholders, whether it be telecom providers, industry, user representatives, research institutes or local authorities, to gather together to discuss the role of Information Communication Technology in aiding and improving the everyday lives of mobility impaired people. The conference will welcome high level speakers and experts from around the world that will look at various issues, such as making content accessible, accessible tools and Ambient Intelligence, and provide state-of-the-art information on accessibility initiatives in Europe and beyond.

ASK-IT – Ambient Intelligence System of Agents for Knowledge based and Integrated Services for Mobility Impaired Users 

ASK-IT is an integrated project, partly funded by the European Commission under the 6th Framework Programme, e-Inclusion. The driving vision behind the ASK-IT project is to develop services based on Information Communication Technologies (ICT) that will allow Mobility Impaired people to live more independently. Through a device (mobile phone, PDA) users will have access to relevant and real-time information primarily for travelling but also whilst home, for work and leisure services. The emphasis is on a seamless service provision and a device that is intelligent enough to address the personal needs and preferences of the user. For example, information for a visually impaired person will be given orally, while for an illiterate person mostly in graphics. The project involves a demonstration phase during which the ASK-IT system is tested and evaluated in 8 cities across Europe. ASK-IT involves 57 partners from a range of organisations, including industry, research institutes and European user associations and is coordinated by SIEMENS (Spain) and CERTH/HIT (Hellenic Institute of Transport, Greece).

Preliminary Conference Programme

Day 1: 26 June 2008

09:00
Registration and Coffee

10:00
Opening session, including welcome speech by Local Politician, European Commission, ASK-IT Coordinators (SIEMENS and CERTH/HIT)

12:00
Lunch

13:30
Session A1: Accessibility content and services


Session A2: Accessible and all inclusive architecture

15:30 
Coffee break

16:00
Exhibition and posters – site visit

17:30
End of Day 1

Day 2:  27 June 2008

09:30
Session B1: Accessibility tools for the mobile user


Session B2: User experience engineering for users on the move
12:00
Lunch

13:30
Session C1: Ambient Intelligence in the services of accessibility 


Session C2: Accessibility initiatives in Europe

15:30
Coffee

16:00
Session D: Concertation of Research Initiatives - World experiences

17:00
Conclusions ASK-IT Coordinators, SIEMENS and CERTH/HIT 



Exhibition and sponsors

The conference exhibition area will be officially opened and forms an integral part of the conference. Delegates will be given ample time to visit the exhibition area. For more information on the exhibition and exhibitor rates please fill in and return the form enclosed, after which you will be contacted by the organisers. 

Sessions’ Programme
Session A1: Accessibility content and services

This session focuses on the existence, creation and exploitation of accessible content on the web (or elsewhere) related to buildings, historical sites, transport etc. It also focuses on accessibility services offered regarding transport, tourism or people on the move in general. Issues of interest include content ownership, management, maintenance, quality of service, business models, coverage, key actors, evaluation etc. Special attention will be given to presentations coming from ASK-IT demonstration experiences. 

Chair: Phil Blyte - University of Newcastle

Invited Speaker: Alan Leibert - Alco Consulting

Papers: 

· Christian Galinski - Infoterm, Terminology and content interoperability – Data Modeling of multimodal data at the level of lexical semantics

· Peter von Grumbkow - HACON, Josef Becker - RMV, Helmut Heck - FTB, Implementation and evaluation of information services on public transport for people with reduced mobility

· Pirjo-Liissa Kotiranta - Stakes, Mervi Vatanen, Elina Aittoniemi - VTT, Ari Vatanen - VTT, Out of the frying pan and into the fire? Accessibility information of bus and tram stops and departures on the internet – integrating existing service content into ASK-IT

· Elina Aittoniemi - VTT, Pirkko Rämä - VTT, Pirjo-Liisa Kotiranta - Stakes, Mira Koivusilta, Helsinki Pilot site – progress and plans

Session A2: Accessible and all inclusive architecture
This session focuses on ontological frameworks for semantic web services. It will look at content and service delivery format and structure. Accessibility attributes are the focus, although do not necessarily have to be covered in each paper.

Chair: Dimitris Tzovaras, CERTH-ITI

Invited Speaker: John Bateman, University of Bremen, a methodological approach for ontology evaluation and refinement

Papers: 

· Konstantinos Votis, Dimitrios Tzovaras – CERTH - ITI, a multi-layer ontological based framework for testing accessibility of applications and services

· Juan-Pablo Lazaro-Ramos, Saied Tazari, Francesco Furfari, Rochi Dommarco – UPV, ITACA,  PERSONA: ambient assisted living reference architecture

· Dionysios Kehagias, Dimitrios Giakoumis, Dimitrios Tzovaras – CERTH-ITI, an ontology-based framework for integrating web services for mobility impaired users

· Maria de las Mercedes Fernandez, Juan Batista Montalva, Maria Fernanda Cabrera, Maria Teresa Arredondo, Abelardo Leon Gonzalez - UPM, CIAmI: a research center for AmI development and user experience evaluation

Session B1: Accessibility tools for the mobile user

This session looks at technologies and tools to support the mobility-impaired user to find his/her way (localisation, accessible route guidance), to drive and get information whilst driving, to control his/her environment,(elevator, things, public terminals, etc.), to electronically book and/or pay for services, to get medical support while travelling and to control assistive devices, work and learn. 

Chair: Michael Ortgiese, PTV

Invited Speaker: Gary Randall, BMT, the Mapped Project

Papers: 

· Richard Fairchild, Juergen Wagner, UNEW, localisation and navigation with motes

· Christian Bühler, Helmut Heck, Nils Hanekamp, Dirk Clemens - FTB, web-based writing support with word prediction

· Mike May - Sendero, Accessible navigation and location information and comparison plus methodologies for teaching and training

· Verena Franken, PTV, Michael Grammling,  accessible route guidance for mobility impaired users

Session B2: User experience engineering for users on the move

This session explores the issues and practicalities of design that is intended to improve the user experience of users on the move, including of people whose mobility is challenged due to disability and /or age. The session will present original design approaches that take into account diversity of users and contexts of use in innovation and development of mobile interfaces (for PDAs, intelligent phones, in-vehicle terminals) and infomobility services. Universal access and Ambient Intelligence are seen as key domains for these issues.

Chair: Alexandros Mourouzis - CERTH-HIT

Invited Speaker: Qin Gao - Tsinghua University

Papers: 

· A. Mourouzis - CERTH-HIT, C; Linaras, K. Kalogirou, E. Bekiaris - CERTH-HIT, user interfaces to home automation with focus on accessibility and user mobility

· Riitta Hellman – Karde AS, Kristin S. Fuglerud – Norwegian Computing Center, workflow on mobile phones

· Enrique Varela – Il Village SpA, easy walk – innovative service

· Romy Kniewel, Cornelia Hipp, USTUTT, a haptic mobile navigational aid for blind people

Session C1: Ambient Intelligence in the services of accessibility

This session focuses on Ambient Intelligence frameworks: The use of Intelligent Agents technology to personalise services and interfaces to static (i.e. age, disability, gender), semi-dynamic (i.e. travelling as tourist, commuter, or businessman) and dynamic (i.e. type of restaurant or hotel preferred, maximum walking distance) user preferences and context of use (i.e. while driving, at home, on the move, in the airport, etc.).

Chair:  Maria Fernanda Cabrera - UPM

Invited Speaker: Julio Abascal - Universidad del País Vasco-Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea

Papers: 

· E. Bekiaris, M. Panou - CERTH-HIT, ASK-IT Greek pilot services and results

· Simon Edwards, Hannah Bryan, Richard Fairchild, Jurgen Wagner - UNEW, findings from the UK ASK-IT pilot site

· Ariel Garcia Gambao, Neil Hernandez Gress - ITESM, Gema Ibanez, Juan Pablo Lazaro Ramos, intelligent medical alerts in mobile devices

· Silvio Bonfiglio - Philips, changes in the healthcare scenario: from institutional care to personal care… from treatment to health coach and prevention. The new role of telemedicine

Session C2: Accessibility initiatives in Europe

This session identifies initiatives in European cities, regions or other areas to enhance the electronic (information) and physical accessibility for all types of mobility impaired users (including wheelchair users, blind, deaf, elderly, illiterate, dyslectic, etc.). Local initiatives, as well as country-wide or multi-national ones are welcomed, with emphasis on serving the mobile user (citizen or tourist). 

Chair:  Ivo Cré - Polis

Invited speaker: Mieke Broeders - Toegankelijkheidsbureau Vlaanderen

Papers: 

· Toine Molenschot - Den Haag, Vincent van der Heijden, Robert de Kloe, Marion Wiethoff - TUD, Accessibility for the visually impaired of the Hague Smartline and its testing

· Simona Barhaim – Step of Mind, Maria Bulgheroni - ABACUS, Fiorella Marcellini - INRCA, the European project “SMILING”

· M. Ortega, M.F. Cabrera - UPM, MT Arrendondo, E. Bekiaris - CERTH-HIT, Ricardo Castellot, eAbilities – a meeting point to foster international cooperation in accessibility resources and support

· Suzanne Hoadley - Polis, E. Bekiaris -  CERTH-HIT, ACCESS 2  ALL – Mediate – the road ahead in research for accessible transport

Session D: Concertation of research initiatives - World experiences

This session identifies international (non-European) initiatives to enhance the electronic (information) and physical accessibility for all types of mobility impaired users (including wheelchair users, blind, deaf, elderly, illiterate, dyslexic, etc.). Local initiatives, as well as country-wide or multi-national ones are welcomed, with emphasis on serving the mobile user (citizen or tourist). 

Chair: Alex Bullinger - COAT

Papers: 

· Fulvio Sansone - Oracle, Gary Bridgeman - ERTICO, service oriented architecture and web services underpinning people mobility improvement in Europe and worldwide

· Carina Meixner, Brigitte Ringbauer, Cornelia Hipp - USTUTT, pedestrian navigation for blind and visually impaired people

· D. Kehagias, D. Tzovaras - CERTH-ITI, E. Bekiaris - CERTH-HIT, preliminary architecture of the OASIS content connector module

Practical information 

Venue 
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The Conference will take place in the Nuremberg City Hall. 

Rathausplatz 2
90403 Nuremberg

Nuremberg can be reached by train or by plane 

· Nuremberg airport

· Frankfurt airport and connect train

· Munich (taxi and train)

Accommodation 

For hotel reservations please turn to  www.nik-nbg.de
If you would need specific accessible accommodation, please indicate in the registration form. The conference organisers will return to you for further details. 

Participation fee

Participation to the conference costs €150. 

A reduced rate of €50 is foreseen for Students, Mobility Impaired participants and Representatives of MI user groups. 

Participants should proceed with the payment within two weeks after their registration to the following account: 
Netscouts,  Zerzabelshofstraße 29, 3. Stock - 90478 Nürnberg - Germany


              
For Germany: 5 904 651

              
International payments: IBAN: DE79 760 501 010 005 904 651, BIC: SSKN DE77

Adjacent events 

On the 25th of June, the ASK-IT final User Forum will take place. You are invited to attend. For more information and registration, please contact icre@polis-online.org 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For more information, contact: POLIS, Ivo Cré, rue du Trône 98, 1050 Brussels, Belgium, Tel: +32 2 500 56 76, Fax: +32 2 500 56 80, e-mail: icre@polis-online.org or visit http://www.ask-it.org
The "e-Inclusion: be part of it!" campaign is organised by the European Commission. More information on this action is available at http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/einclusion.  The European Commission bears no responsibility for, nor is it involved in, the events, documents or other manifestations associated or claiming to be associated with the campaign, unless indicated otherwise. 

REGISTRATION FORM
ASK-IT Final Scientific Conference

Mobility for All – The Use of Ambient Intelligence in Addressing the Mobility Needs of People with Impairments: The Case of ASK-IT

PLEASE RETURN THIS REGISTRATION FORM BY 15/06/08 TO

icre@polis-online.org, fax: +32 2 5005680

I will participate in:

· ASK-IT User Forum on 25/06/08

· Welcome on 25/06/08

· The plenary session on 26/06/08
Parallel session on 26/06/08
Parallel sessions on 27/06/08:


( A1



( B1

( C1
( A2



( B2

( C2


TITLE:

FIRST NAME: 




NAME:

POSITION: 




COMPANY/ORGANISATION:

STREET: 







NR:

CITY: 








POSTAL CODE:

COUNTRY:

PHONE:





MOBILE PHONE NUMBER: 



E-MAIL:












FEE: 
 
( €150 (all participants) 

( €50 (reduced rate for students and MI participants)



(  

Please contact me to help me finding accessible accommodation. 

(  

Please send me an invoice, in order to facilitate the payment procedure

Signature
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