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1. Context 
As the European Union continues to champion inclusion and accessibility, the 

European Accessibility Act (EAA) serves as a cornerstone for creating equitable 

opportunities across all sectors. Education and technology, particularly in higher 

education and vocational training, play vital roles in ensuring accessibility for 

people with disabilities. The intersection of policy, assistive technologies, and 

education provides a framework for building a more inclusive society. 

To further this mission, AccessibleEU is hosting a workshop ahead of the 18th 

International Conference of the Association for the Advancement of Assistive 

Technology in Europe (AAATE) at the European University Cyprus. This event is 

designed to foster dialogue, share insights, and drive collaborative efforts among 

key stakeholders in accessibility, assistive technologies, and education. 

2. Objectives 
To explore the role of higher education, vocational training, and assistive 

technologies in promoting accessibility, while identifying challenges and 

opportunities for policy and practice. 

• Examine Integration: Investigate how higher education institutions and 

vocational training programs can effectively incorporate accessibility in 

their curricula and benefit from assistive technologies for students with 

disabilities 

• Identify Policy Gaps: Highlight areas where current policies may fall short 

and propose actionable solutions to better align with the European 

Accessibility Act (EAA). 

• Promote Stakeholder Collaboration: Encourage dialogue among 

educators, technologists, policymakers, and advocates to foster innovative 

and inclusive practices. 
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• Spotlight Challenges and Opportunities: Address barriers faced by 

students with disabilities while showcasing success stories and future 

possibilities. 

Target Audience: 

• Higher education professionals and administrators 

• Vocational education and training providers 

• Researchers and developers in assistive technologies 

• Representatives from relevant public authorities 

• Students, advocates, and people with disabilities 

• Industry stakeholders 
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3. Expected Agenda  
9:00 – 9:30 Registration 

9:30 – 10:00 Opening session: Welcome and opening remarks 

• Jose Luis Borau, Head of Built Environment Accessibility Department, 

Fundacion ONCE 
• Inmaculada Placencia Porrero, Senior Expert in Disability, DG JUST, 

European Commission 

• Representative from the Ministry of Education in Cyprus 

• Loizos Symeou, Vice-Rector of Academic Affairs, European University 

Cyprus. 

10:00 – 11:00 Panel 1: Bring your educational journey up to speed: Why 
accessibility matters…? 

This session will focus on the role of Higher Education in preparing the best 

students for the labour market, taking into account the relevance of 

accessibility. Topics will include best practices Higher Education program 

design, as well as inclusion of accessibility and design for all in curricula. 

Moderated by: Maria Meletiou-Mavrotheris, Professor of Mathematics 

Education, Department of Education Sciences, European University Cyprus 

• Isabel Martínez Lozano, Director of Programmes with Universities and 

Promotion of Young Talent, Fundación ONCE 

• Roberta Lulli, Policy Team implementing Social Policy Projects such as 

Athena Accessibility and Design for All in Higher Education Curricula, 

European Disability Forum (EDF) 

Q & A with panelists and audience 

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break 
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11:30 – 12:30 Panel 2: How assistive technologies and the European 
Accessibility Act support students in their educational journey 

This panel will highlight the intersection of technological innovation and policy, 

focusing on the role of assistive technologies in meeting requirements under the 

European Accessibility Act, as well as market trends and emerging innovations 

in accessibility tools for education. 

Moderated by: Dominique Archambault, President Elect, Association for the 

Advancement of Assistive Technology (AAATE) 

• Gottfried Zimmerman, AccessibleEU National Expert of Germany 

• Miguel Angel Valero, Deputy to the Director of the ETSIS 

Telecommunication for Accessibility and Social Responsibility · 

Polytechnic University of Madrid 

• Joseph Karris, ICT Standards Officer at Cyprus Organisation for 

Standardisation (CYS) 

Q & A with panelists and audience 

12:30 – 12:45 Closing remarks 

• Katerina Mavrou, AccessibleEU National Expert of Cyprus 

• Pedro Encarnaçao, President, Association for the Advancement of 

Assistive Technology (AAATE) 

12:45 – 14:00 Lunch  
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