European Day of Tourism

Workshop Code: 07C05
07-Oct – 09.00 / European Funding Part 1

07-Oct – 11.15 / European Funding Part 2
EU programmes and best practice cases
Tourism plays an important role in the development of the vast majority of European regions. Through the existing EU financial instruments, it can support the creation of jobs, economic growth and competitiveness of tourism industry. But how to verify if the role of EU funds in achieving this objectives is actually true? What is the support that the investors, local authorities and tourism stakeholders, can expect from the EU? Do you know which funds are eligible for tourism? How do you find the right programme when considering investing? 

Two workshops will examine the experiences of the previous 2000-06 programme framework and demonstrate the new European funding opportunities and the implementation process for the period 2007-13. Project leaders will demonstrate successful tourism projects from several European regions in order to evaluate the projects on the ground. An open debate will follow allowing the participants to share experiences and exchange views and ideas.

Workshop Code: 07C06

7-Oct - 14.30 Networking in tourism Part 1 

European Network of Regions
How to mobilize actors to produce and share knowledge? The answer is simple: by creating a European Network.
But is there any with regard to tourism? By presenting an emerging European Network of Regions for a Sustainable and Competitive Tourism, the participants will gain insight into design, management and delivery of operational programmes and regional cooperation in tourism development. Representatives from Tuscany, Italy, Catalunya, Spain and Provence Alpes Côte d’Azur, France will provide the knowledge and exchange experiences on the keys to the successful cooperation. 
On the basis of the presented best practice cases, the workshop will provide information on different ways to financing the networking activities and the European tools such as ERA-Net programme to setting up tourism networks.

7-Oct- 16.45 – Networking in tourism Part 2
EDEN project and the Network of EDEN Destinations

Ever been to Specchia? Never heard of it? Maybe because you always headed for Rome? The EDEN project will make you discover new emerging European tourist destinations and contribute to de-congestion and promotion of sustainable tourism at the same time!
The workshop will present the European Destinations of Excellence (EDEN) project. It will draw the participants’ attention to the value and diversity of tourist destinations, where the economic growth objective is pursued in such a way as to ensure the social, cultural and environmental sustainability. 
Presentation of examples of good practice which could be applied will follow. The winners of the 1st and 2nd edition of the project will present some of their recipes and share their successes and difficulties. 
To foster other destinations to participate in the project and enhance them to adopt sustainable tourism development models, future networking opportunities within the EDEN project will be demonstrated. The workshop will present the idea of the Network of EDEN Destinations to the regions and Member States interested in sharing good practices at European level. The discussion will feed into the proposal for setting up the Network of EDEN Destinations by the act of signing a Memorandum of Understanding.
