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Presidency "Golden Love" Award at December 3rd International Day of the Disabled 
Prime Ministry "Special Thanks" Award at December 3rd International Day of the Disabled
"Social Responsibility" award and "Special Award of the Jury" at 2004 World Young Entrepreneurs Competition Turkey
"Special Social Responsibility" award at 2004 World Young Business Achiever Award/Sofia
2005 World Bank " Development Marketplace Award"
"Social Responsibility Award" at 2005 Karya Danışmanlık "Sales Award of the Year"
2005-2006-2007 UNDP "A PLUS TO LIFE" Project Award
2005 GIAD "Special GIAD Award"
2007 UNDP “Best Practice for the Youth” Price

Turkish tourism has made a remarkable progress over the last decades, bringing it to the centre point of interest in the international circles. According to the World Tourism Organization, Turkey reached a 9th place in the world tourism with 20.3 million  arrivals  in 2005. 

Turkey’s tourist attractions of infinite diversity, combined with its well developed modern tourist industry, from top quality superb deluxe class hotels, holiday complexes, boutique hotels to the affordable ones, offer a wide selection of opportunities suited to very different requirements of demanding travellers or holiday makers.

Turkey now has a very strong infrastructure with new and high quality accommodation, transportation and entertainment facilities.

48 airports with annual 50 m passenger capacity
16 airports open to international flights

10 private airlines with 90 passenger carriers

Turkish Airlines  with 101 planes, one of the youngest fleet in Europe

28 Marinas with 8800 yacht capacity

5358 licensed travel agencies 

(In Turkey travel agencies are obliged to become members of TÜRSAB)

9000 Licensed Tourist Guides

We are very pleased that in  recent years there have been several initiatives aiming  to make Turkey much more accessible destination, like more rooms for disabled people in the accommodations facilities, new barrier free hotels for all, new regulations for accessible tourism in transportation…etc.

Turkey has undersigned and accepted the most important international  agreements and declaration on disability issue (EU ,Barcelona etc). The EU policies are considered important for Turkey’s accession process. The policy of EU regarding persons with disabilities is not only based on rehabilitation but also on their integration to the society  considering this issue as a matter of human right. Their adoption to the society and giving them equal opportunities are the main starting points. Transportation, environment, public health, regional development and social policies are also the area where disability must be taken its consideration. 

With this approach, new process has begun in all sectors, particularly in tourism sector.

New hotels, facilities. Holiday villages and youth camps offer more and more accessible accommodations for disabled and elderly people with mobility problems. (ex: ACT Hotel in Marmaris with its 26 accessible rooms and 2 accessible transfer busses and Alternative Camp where have been already hosted 5000 disabled guests since 2002.)

Day by day,  travel agencies and/or hotels themselves have safe, reliable and accessible transportation for different target groups and the service providers are more focused on having well-trained staff on disability.

With all these Turkey has started to open its doors to all …

Disability in Turkey 

Recent official research by Turkish Prime Ministry Administration for Disabled People (OZIDA) indicates that total disability proportion in the overall

population is 12.29 %. The proportion of orthopedically, seeing, hearing, speaking and mentally disabled people is 2.58 % ( about 1.8 million) and the proportion of people having chronic illnesses is 9.70 % (about 6.6 million).

When the family and relatives of disabled people are taken into account, the quantitative importance of the issue becomes more evident. 

	 
	General population (2002)
	Disabled population 

	men
	34,552,575
	4,648,740

	women
	34,069,984
	3,783,197

	total
	68,622,559
	8,431,937

	Source: OZIDA


“Committee of Barrier Free Tourism for All”

The Association of Turkish Travel Agencies (TÜRSAB) has established a committee called Barrier Free Tourism for All (BFTA)  in 15th June of 2006 to support accessible tourism in Turkey. 
BFTA’s members are travel agencies while some NGO’s are members being as advisers. The main objective of the committee is to identify the problems of accessible tourism in Turkey and to find out some solutions for these problems. Since the committee has been established, it has met several public fellowships, institutions, cooperations etc to share opinions, and it also examined several transport infrastructures to find out the existing problems. 
BFTA has prepared some reports regarding these problems and shared  them with  related public institutions.

We are happy that The Committee’s initatives and effort have resulted in the noticable progress in accessible tourism. 

“Barrier Free İstanbul for All” 

The other initiative of the Commitee is to support establishing a guide titled “Barrier Free İstanbul for All” to help the old and the disabled people to come together in the city that embraces almost every culture and every nationality. 
Our committee believes that Turkey will be one of the most convenient  destination in view of the consept  “No Barrier For All”.

“ACCESIBLE TOURISM IN TURKEY”









ENAT Tourism for All International Congress, Marina d’Or, 2007 


