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1.1 Abstract

Valencia City Council from its Department of Beaches has the objective of carrying out integration programs and services for people with physical, mental or sensory impairment in the city's beaches, promoting accessibility and removing barriers and ensuring the rights of people with disabilities. 
That is why a pilot project has been executed this 2007 summer season, in the accessible points, providing them with some BUOYS TIED UP WITH ROPES. With them, we enable the visually impaired to be guided to swim in the sea, without losing their bearings and having access in terms of safety, comfort and autonomy, participating in the strategy of "Design for All" 
The pilot project has been developed during this summer season, in the three accessible points, starting on June 27 and ending on September 12. With the results obtained a DESCRIPTIVE STUDY has been developed:

· The materials and methods we have used are the following: Personal data, assistance to the accessible point (in association or independently), need for accompaniment, type and visual impairment %. 

· The study of satisfaction of the resource has been made through a satisfaction survey 

· We have analysed the data and, from such information, we have obtained the outcome from the use of the resource 

1.2. Outcome 

346 visually impaired users have participated in the project: 100% are Spaniards and 86% from the City of Valencia, being men a 52% of all of them. The majority ages of use are between 21-30 and 51-60 years old, resulting that acquired impairment users are a majority (60% compared to congenital impairments), highlighting that 45% suffer from a severe visual impairment and 22 persons have total blindness. 

1.3. Conclusions

Valencia City council has worked successfully in the design of a beach for all, making the visually impaired to participate in the enjoyment of spare time and leisure on the beach, removing architectural barriers and allowing them to swim in the sea with autonomy and safety through BUOYS TIED UP WITH ROPES.

1.2 Introduction

From 1,997 Valencia City Council is developing "The Program for Assistance to the Bath of the Disabled on the Beach" having three Accessible points, and being pioneers in the region of Valencia to encourage the removal of architectural barriers, allowing the bath in the sea to the disabled, through physical assistance with amphibious chairs and flotation elements. 
The city of Valencia, having the beach integrated as another environment, has the equipments and services to allow for its use and enjoyment by people with reduced mobility. 


The Department of Beaches, retains its sensitivity to such persons, thus continues improving its Accessible points with innovations to make their stay in them more independent, more enjoyable and beneficial to their health.

 
People with different degrees of visual impairment, form a part of the group with accessibility needs, therefore we must also have in mind the removal of architectural barriers aimed at them, not only in buildings and transport, but in all the areas involving their daily lives, including their leisure and spare time in the summer season with the bath in the sea.

Valencia City Council has as one of the objectives of the program of improvements on the beaches the achievement of integration projects and services for people with physical, mental or sensory impairment, which promote accessibility and the removal of barriers to ensure the rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

That is why this summer 2007, we launched a pilot project at all Access Points in the Municipality of Valencia, providing them with BUOYS TIED UP WITH ROPES, which serves as a guide to facilitate bathing to people with visual impairments, providing them autonomy and safety as they enable them the access and exit of the sea without losing their bearings.

 
This project has been developed during this summer season, in the three accessible points, starting on June 27 and ending on September 12, developing a descriptive study of results with which we have obtained some conclusions from the use of the same.

 
We have to highlight the impact that the buoys have caused in the rest of disabled of the accessible point due to fact that about 1,500 physically and mentally disabled, have used them every day owing to the safety and independence that they also give them. 


This project has been supplemented with the installation in the same accessible points, of some equipment for physical exercise: Parallels, pedals and balls for manual rehabilitation.

THE BUOYS TIED UP WITH ROPES. The conference paper will present the outcome of the pilot program that has been developed this 2007 summer season in the accessible points of the beaches in the municipality of Valencia using a few buoys tied up with ropes for the removal of architectural barriers for the visually impaired and allow them bathing in the sea with independence and safety.
1.4. Physical exercise equipments adapted to the disabled.. 
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“Removal of Architectural Barriers for Disabled with visual impairments”
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